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Evidence to policy in graduate programs – 
Scaling up EVIPNet 

PAHO’s Policy on Research for Health was approved by Member States in 2009. The Policy calls for 
strengthening national health research systems and promoting knowledge translation as a catalyst for the 
process. Knowledge translation integrates research findings into policies for health and supports the health 
system. 
 
PAHO/WHO’s leading knowledge translation program (or initiative) is the Evidence Informed Policy Network – 
EVIPNet. This is part of a global WHO network that aims to strengthen health systems by promoting the 
systematic use of research and other forms of evidence to inform policies for health. The network engages key 
partners and promotes the exchange and efficient use of resources and evaluation tools between teams, 
countries and regions. It has global and regional secretariats and similarly, networks of experts and partner 
institutions.   
 
In the Americas much of the technical support from the EVIPNet Americas Secretariat was enriched by 
contributions from experts and strategic partners mainly from the region itself. As EVIPNet gathers momentum 
there is a growing need to expand the workforce of local experts with understanding and skills to implement 
knowledge translation that systematically informs policies for health, while simultaneously informing 
researchers about the key needs of policy-makers to develop and implement policies. Additionally, EVIPNet 
facilitates evidence-informed rapid response mechanisms to policy-makers inquiries. Scaling up the program in 
the Americas is needed, to continue to advance the work in the countries in a sustainable and integral manner. 
 
PAHO has invited the contribution of knowledge brokers and knowledge translation experts. They are highly 
skilled experts with links to academia, and their skills and experience are in short supply. Many are highly 
influential and busy individuals who also have links to leading capacity development initiatives, such as the 
Cochrane Collaboration and the International Clinical Epidemiology Network. To facilitate inclusive processes 
PAHO, its partners and experts, promote access to key resources, such as the EVIPNet Virtual Health Library in 
coordination with the EVIPNet Global Network, its Secretariat and Steering Group. A monitoring and evaluation 
process is also underway. The local and regional networks meet periodically and share resources using an array 
of communication tools.  
 
The purpose of this meeting is to brainstorm about how to better scale up knowledge translation training efforts 
within the public health graduate programs in the region, beginning with those experts and programs that 
stepped forward. We will address issues such as content, duration, and the engagement and participation of 
authorities from the health sector and from the science & technology sector. Lessons learned from 
implementation will be used to inform a global scaling up program and the establishment of a network of 
supporting institutions and experts.  
 

http://www.paho.org/portalinvestigacion/EVIPNet
http://global.evipnet.org/
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We will begin working with public health graduate programs seeking efficiencies and short term impact; public 
health technical advisors and officers linked to these programs will likely influence policy development 
processes within the short term. This will also help build a network of participating institutions and experts, and 
strengthen the links between producers and users of health systems research and other scientific evidence that 
informs policies for health.   
  
Purpose: have a dialogue on key elements that would enable public health graduate programs supporting the 
PAHO/WHO’s EVIPNet knowledge translation program to offer a set of standard knowledge translation 
components in their curriculum to: 

 Support the scaling up of regional and local knowledge translation processes, in lines with PAHO’s Policy 
on Research for Health (CD49/10) 

 Develop a monitoring and evaluation process to guide improvement and assure effectiveness.  

 Determine the feasibility of including key EVIPNet products as eligible for thesis and other student work 
(e.g. evidence briefs for policy, reports of deliberative dialogues, rapid response reports) 

 Strategies to engage and assure links and participation of local public health authorities and science and 
technology entities 

 Determine if the core curriculum should be based on the SUPPORT Tools for Evidence Informed Policy 
Making, the format of ongoing workshops, or an alternate model.  

 
References: 

1. http://www.paho.org/researchportal/EVIPNet   
2. Table of contents and Introduction to any of the versions of the SUPPORT Tools at 

http://bit.ly/SUPPORT_Tools   
3. EVIPNet Americas Report 2012: http://www.who.int/evidence/EvaluationEVIPNetAmericas.pdf  
4. EVIPNet Americas Secretariat: EVIPNet Americas: Informing policies with evidence. The Lancet 2008, 

372(9644):1130-1. http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(08)61459-
2/fulltext  

 
 
Methodology and agenda: 

 7:00 – 7:15 Introductions (E Villanueva, LG Cuervo)  

 7:16 – 7:21 Case study (1) [Hernández / Lavis / Pantoja] 

 7:22 – 7:27 Case study (2)  

 7:28 – 7:37 Discussion on the duration of a course (weeks/full time) [Lavis/El-Jardali] 

 7:37 – 7:46 Recommendations to engage health and S&T authorities [Lavis/El-Jardali]   

 7:47 – 7:56 Backbone to develop the curriculum [Pantoja] 

 7:57 – 8:06 Recommendations with regards to public health graduate program processes and tools 
[Pantoja] 

 8:07 – 8:15 Wrap-up, summary of leading ideas and proposals for follow up.  
 
Conveners: Luis Gabriel Cuervo (EVIPNet Steering Committee, PAHO/WHO), Eleana Villanueva (PAHO/WHO) 
Link for virtual participants: www.paho.org/virtual/EVIPNet  
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